REMARKS 



Claims 2, 5, 8 and 11 have been amended. Claims 1, 4, 7, 10 and 12-14 have been 
canceled without prejudice. 

Applicant notes again that the copy of the Information Disclosure Citation 
accompanying the subject Office Action inadvertently failed to have the Examiner’s initials 
adjacent the reference identified as AM (Document 2000-148393). Applicant respectfully 
requests that the Examiner in the next communication from the Office include a copy of the 
Citation with the Examiner’s initials adjacent such reference. This is the second request 
made by applicant in this regard and applicant understands that the Examiner may have 
missed the request in applicant’s previous response. 

The Examiner has rejected applicant’s claims 1-2, 4-5, 7-8, 10-11 and 13-14 under 
35 USC 103(a) as unpatentable over the Kravtsov patent (US Patent No. 6,462,840). With 
respect to applicant’s claims, as amended, this rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Applicant’s independent claim 2 has been amended to better define applicant’s 
invention. In particular, amended claim 2 recites an information output apparatus comprising: 
an image display unit for displaying a plurality of images of objects; a hybrid display unit for 
providing a superimposed output of both an unevenness level and an image of an object 
selected from the plurality of images of objects displayed on said image display unit; 
unevenness output elements which are arranged to be in contact with a surface of said hybrid 
display unit, for exhibiting an unevenness level of the object of the selected object; a memory 
for storing unevenness information in accordance with the images of the objects; and a control 
unit for reading unevenness information corresponding to the selected image of the object out 
of said memory and controlling the unevenness level of said elements by controlling voltage 
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values to be applied to said elements within a region of the image of the object displayed on 
said hybrid display unit on the basis of the read unevenness information. 

Amended claim 2 is supported by the discussion in applicant’s specification 
describing the Second Embodiment and also by FIGS. 8 and 9 A and the other figures directed 
thereto. In particular, the recited display unit in amended claim 2 corresponds to the image 
display unit 18 in FIGS. 8 and 9A, while the recited hybrid display unit corresponds to the 
hybrid display unit 1 in these figures (see also the description in applicant’s specification at 
page 19, line 23, through page 20, line 10). 

The present invention of claim 2 selects one image of an object among the normal 
images of a plurality of objects displayed on an image display unit, and then can provide a 
superimposed output both of the unevenness information and the selected image of the object 
on a hybrid display unit. Therefore, since the hybrid display provides only one superimposed 
output of the selected object, the hybrid display unit (output area) can be made small. In other 
words, the present invention can achieve low cost by use of the claimed hybrid display unit. 

The Kravtsov patent only discloses a three dimensional monitor as shown in FIGS. 3 
and 1 5. However, the Kravtsov patent does not teach or suggest an information output 
apparatus having both an image display unit for displaying a plurality of images of objects 
and a hybrid display unit for providing a superimposed output of both an unevenness level 
and an image of an object selected from the plurality of images of objects displayed on the 
image display unit . In other words, the three dimensional monitor disclosed in Kravtsov 
patent does not have the image display unit of the present invention. Thus, applicant’s 
amended claim 2, and its respective dependent claims, all of which recite such features, 
patentably distinguish over the Kravtsov patent. 
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In view of the above, it is submitted that applicant’s claims, as amended, patentably 



distinguish over the cited art of record. Accordingly, reconsideration of the clams is 
respectfully requested 



Dated: November 27, 2006 



COWAN, LIEBOWITZ & LATMAN, P.C. 
1133 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10036-6799 
(212) 790-9200 



Respectfully submitted, 



,\fymdL 
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